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So how did your Christmas shopping go this year?  Were you able to find everything on your 

list?  One of the realities of shopping for gifts is that the options are increasing each year.  And 

often those we are buying for have more specific requests and ideas of what they want. 

 

For example, some years ago buying a camera/camera phone for someone was a fairly simple 

process.  Now, in the digital age, it is whether one wants four, five or more megapixals; what one 

wants for a zoom lens; what one wants for picture/movie storage, etc. 

 

Truth is that we live in a time when people are used to requesting a gift, and of shopping for, 

more specific and made to order things.  With all the stores and selections, it means that more 

and more people expect to get exactly what they want. 

 

Perhaps this is why increasing numbers of people are turning to the use of giving gift cards or 

money.  Since it is so difficult to often find exactly what someone wants, it is easier to give them 

the gift card/money where they can find it themselves. 

 

In many ways in our consumer society, it is also becoming more and more of a trend for people 

to shop for the god, the savior, the religion, the faith that they want.  It is becoming more of a 

trend for people to try to design God as they would like; as they think he should be. 

 

I had a person tell me one time that he didn’t really like that the Bible and the church often talks 

about sin, and the need for forgiveness.  He thought all that was way too negative.  Instead he 

imagined God the way he wanted him to be, and found a fellowship like “church” where they 

actually say that they want to rid people of anything that might make them feel guilty. 

 

I had another person one time who told me that she likes to think of Jesus as just a good teacher, 

on the same level as many other great teachers and philosophers.  She said she believes that 

simply trying to be a good person and by thinking good thoughts, that she will certainly attain 

whatever heaven might be. 

 

Yes, shopping for a savior as we want him/her to be is very popular today. Then you can make 

God in your own image; can make him the judge of others but not yourself; can make him 

support your political views or agenda; can make him support how often you think you should 

worship; what you think about the church; how you think a person is saved eternally. 

 

Yet the truth about Jesus’ birth at Christmas is that God did not wait for humankind to tell him 

the kind of savior they wanted.  He didn’t want us to give him our specific wish list.  Rather God 

in his wisdom and mercy sent us Jesus as the only true Savior for all our needs. 

 



Yet let’s imagine for a moment that we can shop for a savior…what kind of qualities and 

characteristics would we want or need to have included?  If we could shop for the most 

important components for our savior to have, what would they be? 

 

The first component, I believe, would be that the savior be all powerful and almighty.  It would 

be important that this savior has power over the forces and problems of this world.  I mean, what 

good would it be to have a savior if they were weak and unable to do very much? 

 

The good news of Jesus is that he is God’s very own Son; he is God’s incarnation in this world.  

In other words, Jesus is God who was made flesh; God, who is the creator of the universe; God, 

who holds the whole world and each person in his hands. 

 

The prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 9:6, “And he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Jesus is our Savior, who with his Father is all powerful.  

He is truly one who you can put all your faith, confidence and trust in. 

 

You know, it is really easy today to try and make material things, money, popular religious ideas, 

people or fads, as our savior.  Yet this is pretty shaky stuff.  In shopping for a savior you can find 

a lot of assurance trusting in the almighty God, the creator of the universe. 

 

In shopping for a savior the second component would be that the savior be loving and be able to 

understand, and identify with, your pain and struggles in life.  You would want a savior that is 

not off in the clouds somewhere, but is one who comes to you in all your needs. 

 

This again is the good news of Jesus and of Christmas; Jesus came to this earth as a humble baby 

in a manger.  Jesus came and faced all of the heartaches, pain, disappointments and hurts that we 

will ever face.  Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

The prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 53:4, “Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering…and 

by his wounds we are healed.”  Jesus said in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all you who are 

weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

 

The human made saviors today, as well as the popular world religions, do not have personal 

saviors who love you and care about you.  These other religions and spiritual philosophies teach 

that you need to somehow find or earn your own happiness or nirvana. 

 

But when that hurt comes; when that relationship breaks apart; when that illness overtakes you; 

when those goals aren’t reached; when that loved one dies, where are these gods and saviors 

then?  Thank God Jesus is a Savior who loves us, who cares for us, who promised to be with us 

always.  It is a wonderful assurance to believe and trust in a loving Savior. 

 

In shopping for a savior the third component would be that the savior be able to save you from 

your sins; from your failures; from your struggles.  In fact, the word save or savior implies that 

you can be set free from whatever enslaves you, including our own stubbornness against God. 

 

This again is the good news of Jesus and of Christmas; that Jesus lived a sinless life; that he died 

on a cross and that he rose again on Easter so that we, you and I, could be saved.  Jesus gave the 

ultimate sacrifice of his life; he took all our sins on himself so that we might be saved. 



 

And the greatest news of Jesus’ salvation is that it is all a gift to us.  We can’t earn it, we don’t 

deserve it, we aren’t worthy of it.  It is all a gift of his grace given freely to all.  All he calls you 

to do is to receive his salvation by faith, to trust in him as your Lord and Savior. 

 

It has been said that if you look at all the other religions of the world that the key descriptive 

word for them is “do.”  It is based on all the things one needs to do to be saved.  Yet the key 

descriptive word of Christianity is “done.”  It has all been done for you by Jesus and all he asks 

is that you receive his love in your hearts by faith. 

 

It is so easy to think that by doing good things, by following a spiritual fad that we are saved.  It 

is easy for me to think that because I’m a pastor, that my religious life and deeds will save me.  

Yet I need to remember each day that only Jesus paid the price for my sins on the cross. 

  

In shopping for a savior the final component would be that the savior be able to give you eternal 

life.  I mean, wouldn’t it be great if this savior could assure you, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 

that you will live with him forever in heaven? 

 

This again is the good news of Jesus and of Christmas; Jesus came that you might have life now 

and might have life everlasting in heaven.  Jesus said in John 11:25-26, “I am the resurrection 

and the life.  Anyone who believes in me will live, even though they die, and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die.” 

 

I truly am concerned from the bottom of my heart for all those who do not have this assurance of 

eternal life.  I have much care and concern for those who think their good life will save them, or 

that their spiritual practices or ideas will somehow connect them with the eternal. 

 

I want to cry out in love and say, “Jesus is the way.”  Jesus is the solid rock upon which to build 

your life and faith.  Jesus is the only savior who loved you so much that he died and rose again 

that you might live.  My deepest prayer is that each one of you here tonight would know Jesus by 

faith as your Savior and Lord. 

 

My friends, the problem with shopping for a savior is that we have it all turned around.  In reality 

it is not for us at all to design the kind of savior we want. God did not send Jesus to us at 

Christmas so we can shape him into the way we want him to be. 

 

Rather, Jesus came at Christmas to shape us into the people he wants us to be.  God brought his 

love to this world in Jesus so that we, you and I, might be transformed and renewed.  Jesus came 

to love and care for you, so that you, in turn, may love and care for others. 

 

The angel said to the shepherds in Luke 2:11, “Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”  The shopping is over, my friends.  Jesus is our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 


